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Spring Newsletter
Welcome to our newsletter number 35! At the time of writing the butterfly
flight season is just beginning with a small number of sightings of Small
Tortoiseshells, Peacocks and Commas having been reported at various
places around the region. Likewise, various spring-flying moths are also on
the wing but at this stage of the season we are all mainly looking forward
in anticipation to what we hope will be the riches of the warmer months.
Whether we get a butterfly friendly golden summer or yet another cold wet
one, it is important that we monitor our moths and butterflies. All records
are of value for this and help to track not only the weather-driven year to
year fluctuations but also longer term trends that may signify when a
species is in trouble. Anyone can contribute to this and there are a
number of different ways in which you can, to suit varying degrees of
ability and varying amounts of time commitment. In this issue of the
newsletter you will find details about the Garden Butterfly Survey, Butterfly
Transect monitoring and the Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey all of
which depend upon volunteers. As well as these specific surveys you can
also contribute ‘casual records’ (i.e. records of butterflies that are not
collected as part of any specific survey but just whenever you are out and
about) and the end papers of the newsletter outline how and where to
submit these as well as where to submit moth records.
As well as enabling the monitoring of our butterfly populations the data we
contribute with our records may also be used for other scientific purposes.
For example records from across Europe – including those submitted to
Butterfly Conservation in the UK - will be analysed to study the migration
of the Red Admiral by the Insect Migration & Ecology Laboratory at the
University of Bern (https://insectmigration.wordpress.com/red-admiralmigration/).
May I take this opportunity to encourage all members to contribute to the
newsletter? A glance though the pages of the current issue will reveal that
a number of the articles were written by ‘the usual suspects’ and whilst it is
very welcome to have a core of members who can be relied on to help fill
the blank pages I would stress that we would love to hear from any of our
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members whether they are grizzled experts, complete newcomers to the
world of butterflies and moths or somewhere in between. A wide range of
different types of contribution are welcome from personal points of view
through accounts of sightings, trips and sites to more detailed reports of
surveys or studies. Sites of interest may range from your garden to
remote and important nature reserves! We can also include relevant and
appropriate announcements. In short if it relates to the butterflies or moths
of the region it is potentially of interest! I would add that as well as text,
photographs and other artwork are very welcome. Material submitted may
also be useful for our web-site or facebook page.
I look forward to hearing from you!
Jonathan Wallace, Editor
Please note that submission deadlines for the newsletter are:
Spring edition: 1st March

Autumn edition: 1st September.

Orange-tip (male). Photo: Graham Beckwith
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Chairman’s Report.

Peter Webb

The Spring Usher Moth, as its name suggests, shows us that spring is
nearly here. In common with some other moth species which fly during the
early months of the year the female Spring Usher is wingless. Without the
need for bulky flight muscles flightless females can fill their body with more
eggs. After emerging at the end of the winter these spider like insects
climb up Oak Tree trunks and the males fly weakly to them but are also
attracted to light and can be one of the first moths that we record each
year (The moth shown was recorded in Teesdale on 17th February this
year) Before the use of light traps the only way to find the moths was by
searching on tree trunks or by beating them out of dead Oak leaves.
It is the fascinating life history of butterflies and moths which makes these
beautiful creatures so interesting. By careful observation and recording
many amateur scientists like ourselves have helped to build up the body of
knowledge we have today. It is this body of knowledge which allows
organisations like Butterfly Conservation to develop its conservation work.
This spring we are pleased to welcome 46 new members to the branch
since last summer. This takes our branch membership over 400 yet we
struggle to persuade many of you to join the committee. The committee
normally meets three times in the year, usually on Saturday mornings at
the Durham Wildlife Trust Centre at Rainton Meadows. There is no
obligation to attend every meeting and ideas are often shared by email.
The next committee meeting will be in July. We need new ideas and a
wide variety of skills which I’m sure many of you have. Please contact me
if you would like to give a little time to support the branch by joining the
committee.
Our AGM and Members Day will be held on Saturday 14th October at
Gibside. This coincides with this year’s National Moth Night with its focus
of Autumn Moths and Ivy. The afternoon speaker will be the author and
broadcaster Matthew Oates who has worked as a specialist naturalist for
the National Trust for 27 years. He has a particular interest in butterflies
and published his memoires as “In pursuit of Butterflies” in 2015. His next
book is called “Beyond Spring”. He writes the Times Nature Notebook
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column and has been an active life member of Butterfly Conservation for
decades. We anticipate that the Members Day will be popular and we are
limited to 50 people by the room we use at Gibside. If you are planning to
attend please contact me by email or telephone (apwebb546@gmail.com
tele.01833650772). I will contact you at the beginning of August, send you
a copy of the final programme and ask you to confirm your attendance. At
that time places for the day will be allocated on a first come first served
basis and initially only to branch members.
The results of the Big Butterfly count 2016, didn't fit the normal pattern of
changes in butterfly populations. It was a pretty good summer, with above
average temperatures and yet butterflies on the whole fared badly. The
Red Admiral and species of white butterflies were the notable exceptions.
Despite the general scarcity of butterflies during the 2016 Big Butterfly
count, huge numbers of people turned out to help with the world's largest
count of butterflies. Altogether, 38,233 counts were submitted, from the
Isle of Sheppey to the Isle of Skye and all across the UK, by over 36,400
participants.
This year’s count will be held between 14th July and 6th August and more
details can be found on Butterfly Conservation Website. There will be a
Big Butterfly Day at Gibside on Monday 24th July between 11.00am and
3.00pm. This is targeted at families, with craft and butterfly activities in
addition to seeing the butterflies and moths which inhabit Gibside. Normal
entry charges will apply for this event.
Although a list of events is included in this newsletter, please check the
branch website (www.northeast-butterflies.org.uk) for updates or additional
events. I will continue to send out email updates but always with bcc so
other recipients will not be sent your email address.
Our Butterfly Conservation branch neighbours in Cumbria are fortunate in
living in a county which is home to several iconic species. They organise
field trips each year to see some of these butterflies and during this
summer there are opportunities to see species like High Brown Fritillary
and Mountain Ringlet. Chris Winnick the Cumbria Branch Chairman has
sent an invitation to any branch members who would like to join them.
Details of these events are given in this newsletter and on the web-site.
Something which is worth considering is taking the opportunity offered by
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Butterfly Conservation to join a second branch for £6 and receiving all their
newsletters and other information.
One interesting and very important way to become involved in Butterfly
Conservation is to monitor butterfly populations on a site on a regular
basis. Transect walks require weekly monitoring while the Wider
Countryside Butterfly Survey (WCBS) only requires visiting a site twice in
the summer. Please look at the article included in this newsletter which
includes information on sites where a WCBS is needed. As Brian says
taking part in the WCBS does not take a lot of time and the list of survey
squares includes some potentially interesting sites. If you are interested
but would like some help getting started please contact us.
For the last six years I’ve contributed to the Annual Butterfly Summary by
writing the notes for the Green Hairstreak Butterfly. In exceptional years
such as 2011 over 500 were recorded while in 2013 there were less than
50 recorded. This charming butterfly seems to prefer sunny sheltered
spots where Bilberry grows and although it can be seen in its known
haunts such as Dipton Woods ( NY976614), Hedleyhope Fell (NZ138408)
Strawberry Hill (NZ047493) or West Plantation Bowes (NY986122) there
are probably many other as yet unvisited spots where this butterfly can be
seen in late April or May.

Peter Webb March 2017

Brown Argus
(Ian Waller)

Spring Usher (male). Photo: Peter Webb
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Update on the Prudhoe Spetchells Project
Ken Dawson
The last bit of practical work in 2014/5, making a second clearing in
the Swedish Whitebeam plantation, was done with Dave Stebbings'
regular volunteers. We left stumps of varying sizes and heights,
and by last autumn, the tallest looked much like lollipops. However,
in February, the Countryside staff cut them all down to ground level
and treated the stumps with herbicide. Unfortunately, the resulting
open space is covered with the Brachypodium grass that is now
widespread across the whole the site. (It is seen as a threat to
diversity and is subject to discussion on future methods of control.)
In January, a new 'Spetchells Conservation Interest Group' (SCID)
has been formed, which is broad-based and includes individuals
from scientific, conservation, professional and practical
backgrounds. A local biologist, Dr Keith Shaw, was appointed to
spearhead a project initiated by a consortium including Naomi Waite
of Northumberland Wildlife Trust (NWT), Laura Waugh of
Groundwork and Sam Talbot of the County Council (Countryside).
Sam is a key member of the group, as she uses the country park
site as a work base. She is also a keen naturalist. As well as Dave
Stebbings and myself from the Branch, individual naturalists and
representatives from other organisations are included, e.g.
Northumbria University and the Friends of Prudhoe Woods.
Groundwork has added the site to a minerals and mining project
based in the Derwent Valley, which is funded by the National
Lottery.
A field session on 13th February, concentrated on the removal of
Creeping Cotoneaster C. horizontalis, which is now widespread and
a threat to native plant species and insects. Access to the site was
by van, and the removed material was taken away in builders' bags
supplied by Jewson's in Low Prudhoe. Following this initial success,
8

more sessions were planned, and significant 'clearings' have been
created.
After the first task, a meeting was held to form a committee, mainly
to co-ordinate the raising of funds and managing a budget. Various
bodies were successfully approached for support, both financial and
in kind, whilst SCA, who run the adjacent tissue factory offered the
free labour of their apprentices, who made a valuable conribution
during a week in July.
Naomi Waite organised a project for NWT volunteers to undertake
coppicing work in specific areas of the regenerated ash trees. The
resulting timber was taken by a local small business to make wood
products, and it is intended that the plots will be revisited/recoppiced after a five year period.
Regarding the Dingy skipper, we hope the work will restore/improve
the habitat generally, and in particular, facilitate the spread and
propagation of Birdsfoot Trefoil. On 17th May, I re-surveyed the site,
an update to my initial visit included in Dave Wainwright's review of
the species in 2003/4. I was pleased to record 19 individuals in a
variety of locations along the chalk banks.

Dingy Skipper. (Photo: J Wallace)
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The Garden Butterfly Survey awaits you
Roger Norman
The Garden Butterfly Survey has been running for many years - you
may have seen annual reports in the Butterfly magazine from
headquarters of what was recorded in members’ gardens each year.
This survey was paper-based and merely asked observers to record
the first date on which they saw each species in each of three
seasons, (March-May, June-August and September-November).
The survey has now gone high-tech and is an on-line survey. For
2016 there were 2374 gardens registered at the time of writing in
November, although most were inevitably in the south of England.
The total number of records was 58000, giving an average of 24
records per garden. 20081 individual Small Whites and 12521 Red
Admirals were seen over the year. The map, (click on GBS map),
on the website suggests that there were about 30 participants in
Northumberland and Durham. Almost all the gardens are in the
populated east and south of our region with only one garden in the
northeast square in Northumberland, (National Grid square NU),
perhaps three or four in the northwest (NT) and only one or two in
the west (NY). From the Results page you can see total abundance
of each species and also first and last dates for each year, along
with your own records. You can also see the national picture
without registering or logging-in.
The survey is really easy to take part in and gives you an instant
summary of what you have seen so far in the year and just as
important, what everyone else is seeing! You can also enter records
for the past six years back to 2010.
To take part, go to the national website http://butterflyconservation.org and click on the site map which is located at the
bottom of the main page. Scroll down until you come to The
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difference we make, then Recording and Monitoring and then
Garden Butterfly Survey. Click on that to go to the main page for the
survey. To log on for the first time, you must click on Create
account and then register and fill in the form. This involves finding
the grid reference of your garden (to 10 figures, which is a resolution
of 1 metre -wow!). To get your grid reference, click on the Great
Britain Reference Finder website and keep zooming in on the map
until your street and house appears, then right click with your mouse
to get your grid reference on the box on the screen. When you
enter records, be aware that the default date shown is always
today’s date and so you may well need to amend it. Your records
will automatically go to the County Recorder so they only need to be
entered the once.
My feeling is that this move to an online survey has been a really
good move and the large number of gardens involved will produce
statistically useful instant information on how our commoner species
are faring, with the proviso that gardens may be a relatively rich
habitat for butterflies and so not be truly representative of the UK
landscape as a whole.
I would say have a go, surely you can log more than the 2016
national average of 24 records per garden!
Roger Norman
PS By 13th March this year 330 gardens in the UK had recorded 9
species and entered 547 records in the survey and 187 gardens had
been lucky enough to have Brimstone. The first Red Admiral was
recorded on 1st January! In our region 5 people had seen butterflies
in their garden by mid-March.
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Migratory marvel

Jonathan Wallace

Every few years or so we experience a ‘Painted Lady year’, when
large numbers of this attractive butterfly arrive in this country from
the continent. When this occurs, as for example in 2009, the
butterflies are so conspicuous that virtually everyone notices but
although the Painted Lady may be the most readily noticed
lepidopteran migrant to this country it is far from the only one. There
are many migratory moths that visit the UK whose arrival may go
unnoticed by most people and 2016 saw a remarkable invasion of
one of the smallest of these.
The Diamond-back Moth Plutella xylostella is a tiny moth with a wing
length of between 6 and 8mm and a weight of less than 5 mg,
whose larvae feed on brassicas and other cruciferae and can be a
significant pest for agriculture. It has a worldwide distribution and is
said to be the most widespread lepidopteran species in the world
(Talekar and Shelton 1993). It is unable to over-winter successfully
in the higher latitude parts of its range in either hemisphere and
consequently the population in these places is maintained by annual
immigration from elsewhere. In the UK it occurs annually across the
whole country but with significant variation in abundance between
years.
In 2016 Diamond-back moths were first detected by Rothamsted
Research at Broom’s Barn in Suffolk at the end of May and by early
June large numbers were being reported all over the country
including in Durham and Northumberland. Where typical light trap
catches of this species might number less than ten individuals a
number of local trappers reported catches of between 40 and 90
individuals in a night. In the day time it was possible to disturb large
numbers when walking through grassland – a phenomenon I
personally experienced both here in the North-East and when
visiting family in Warwickshire. The total number of Diamond-back
moths recorded in Northumberland in 2016 was 7680, compared to
a paltry 118 the previous year and more than twice as many as
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recorded in the two next best recent years for the species. These
numbers, of course, represent only a minuscule fraction of the
moths present in the region and it is hard to imagine the millions of
moths that must have been involved in the overall migration.
Rothamsted Research’s web-site reported that various trapping
locations in the south and east of England were recording ten times
the normal annual totals over a period of a just a few days in MayJune. The influx was considered to be the most significant for this
species since 1996.
Studies of the migration of this species using radar, aerial and
ground trapping and meteorological data (Chapman et al 2002) have
shown that it migrates overnight in warm airstreams blowing across
from the continent. The immediate origin of the moths arriving at the
UK is indicated as countries on the eastern shore of the North Sea
including Belgium, the Netherlands, Germany and Scandinavian
countries. However, since the species does not generally overwinter in these countries it is presumed the ultimate source of the
migration is much further south, possibly in the Mediterranean
region. Clearly there remains much that we still do not know about
the migration of this species but we can certainly marvel at the
ability of such a tiny creature to successfully cross hundreds of
kilometres of open sea!
References
Chapman JW, Reynolds DR, Smith AD, Riley JR, Pedgley DE and
Woiwod IP (2002). High-altitude migration of the diamondback moth,
Plutella xylostella, to the UK: a study using radar, aerial netting and
ground trapping. Ecological Entomology 27: 641-650
Talekar, N.S. & Shelton, A.M. (1993) Biology, ecology and
management of the diamond-back moth. Annual Review of
Entomology 38, 275 – 301.
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2016 – Butterfly Transect and Wider Countryside
Butterfly Recording report.
Brian Denham
Butterfly Transect Report.
We started the year with forty nine transects but by the end of the
season five of these had not been recorded and one only partrecorded. The part-recorded transect was due to a change of
ownership and the new owner not allowing the recorder to continue.
Three transects were not recorded due the change of employment
or lack of time. The fifth one was a new one which not recorded.
For simplicity’s sake I have simply recorded the total number of
butterflies recorded on each transect and compared the total
number of butterflies recorded on all North East transects with
previous years.
It is generally acknowledged that 2016 was a poor year for number
of butterflies recorded and this confirmed by the transect results.
Total number recorded in 2016 was 24702, for comparison 2012 –
12541 recorded, 2013 – 40395 recorded, 2014 – 36952 recorded
and 2015 – 30801 recorded. These figures do not indicate variation
in numbers of various species, which will be covered in the 2016
Summary when it is published later this year.
Whilst the Northeast Branch records a good number of Transects a
few new transects to replace those lost this year would help. If you
would like to record a transect please contact me details of what is
involved.
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Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey Report.
Of the possible forty eight – 1km squares available for recording by
the Northeast branch only fourteen were allocated to individual
recorders.
By the end of the recording season only ten had been recorded.
Two were not recorded because of dangerous access, one because
of pressure of work and one due to illness. You will realise from this
that we desperately need recorders for the Wider Countryside
Butterfly Survey scheme.
Recording your allocated one kilometre square does not take up a
lot of time and is not difficult. Basically you are required to create
two one kilometre walks half a kilometre apart across your allocated
one kilometre square. You are then required to walk these two lines
at least twice during the recording season and record the butterflies
seen. For more detailed information please go to UKBMS web site
at www.ukbms.org and then go to section on WCBS.
WCBS records can now be entered “on line” similar to the transect
records.
Below is a list of one kilometre squares allocated to the Northeast
Branch. If you would like to be allocated one or more of the squares
please contact me – Brian Denham – 01228 495 062 or by email at denham1935 @gmail.com
Recorders who recorded a 1km square 2016 will see that their
square is included in the list below. Optimistically I am going to
assume that you are going to record in 2017 and I will not allocate a
previously allocated square to a new recorder before checking with
the 2016 recorder.
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Available WCBS 1km squares 2017
Grid ref
NT9145

Approx. location
7.5km NE of Coldstream

Grid ref
NZ0393

NT9935

7 km N of Wooler

NZ0480

NU0436

Nr. Holburn

NZ0510

NU0934

1.5 km S of Wolsingham

NZ0630

NU2404
NY6662
NY6849
NY6859

2.5 km W of Amble
4. 2 km SW of Haltwhistle
5 km NW of Alston
5.5 km SSW of Haltwhistle

NZ0825
NZ0919
NZ0953
NZ1030

NY6869

6 km NNW of Haltwhistle

NZ1070

NY7189
NY7352

NZ1198
NZ1212

NY8063
NY8288
NY8525
NY8583
NY8961
NY8974

Nr. Hawkope nr. Kielder Water
5.7 km N of Alston
5.8 km SW of Lanehead nr.
Kielder Water
11.5 km W of Otterburn Kielder Forest
11 km E of Haltwhistle
27 km NW of Corbridge
5 km SW of High Force
Nr. Bellingham
5 km SE of Haydon Bridge
Nr. Chipchase Castle

NY9085

Nr. Ridsdale on A68

NZ2712

NY9582

4.5 km SE of Ridsdale on A68

NZ3934

NY9796

4.5 km NW of Elsdon on B6341

NZ4048

NY9971

Nr. Great Whittington off A68

NZ4234

NY7482
NY7691

NZ1427

Approx. location
14 km East of Otterburn
15 km NW of Ponteland off
A696
4.5 km SW of Greta Bridge
off A66
0.5 km NW of Hamsterley
Forest Grove car park
Nr. Copley
4 km NE of Barnard Castle
Nr. Shottley Bridge
2 km SW of Hamsterley
3.5 km NW of Heddon-on
the-Wall
6 km SE of Rothbury
3 km SW of Ovington
4 km NW of West Auckland

NZ1579

5 km E of Belsay

NZ2024
NZ2075
NZ2159
NZ2327
NZ2425
NZ2712

Nr.Bildershaw on A68 off A1
Nr. Dinnington off A1
Nr. Sunnyside on A692
1km NE of Shildon ctr.
2 km SE of Shildon ctr,
0.5 km E of Stapleton
0.5 km E of Stapleton nr.
Darlington
Nr. Hurworth Burn
0.5k North of Murton off
A19
Nr. Hurworth Burn

Let’s hope 2017 produces better results than 2016. Good hunting!
Brian
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Go on a butterfly walk

Barry Johnson

I joined the North East England branch of Butterfly Conservation in early
2016 and would consider myself a beginner. After reading through the
website I decided I would like to go on a guided walk. I'm not the most
confident person around people I have not met before and as I said I'm a
beginner; this could be a problem for some people wanting to go on a walk
but after joining the walk at Cowpen Bewley in July it was very clear it was
a problem of my own making. I would like to list the positives and
negatives of the walk around Cowpen Bewley.
Negatives: NONE.
The first positive I got from this walk was meeting friendly like-minded
people: it is always easier to connect with people when you have
something in common. Secondly I got 2 new butterflies in Essex skipper
(which I found myself before the walk started) and White letter hairstreak
which magically appeared as Ian Waller (walk leader) was explaining to
the group how to find them!
Last but not least I got to meet Ian Waller who shred so much of his
knowledge with me, one to one and also with the rest of the group. Ian is a
very knowledgeable, friendly, enthusiastic leader who is only too willing to
pass on what he knows; in fact he was probably the most excited person
in the group when the hairstreak appeared.
I would consider Ian an expert, but he talks to everyone on the same level.
It was great to meet Ian and the rest of the group on a fantastic day out, so
if you're considering going on a walk but are not too sure my advice is go
ahead and do it you won't regret it. Go on a butterfly walk I know I will
again.
Editor’s note: It is great to receive such positive feedback from one of our field trips. Ian is
indeed very knowledgeable and enthusiastic about the region’s butterflies (and
dragonflies!) and we are pleased to confirm that he is planning more guided walks this
summer and we hope that there will be a good turnout for these. Our sister branch in
Cumbria also plans a number of field trips and has kindly extended the invitation to NE
England branch members to participate in these. Details of all our planned events
(including Cumbria Branch events) are given on the following pages.
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Events
30 April

23 May

1 June

3 June

4 June

4 June

5 June

11June

30 June

3 July

Moths at Meathop Moss. (Jointly with Cumbria Wildlife trust). From 8.15 pm.
Targeting spring flying moths. Limited parking at SD447820 just off the A590
(car share if possible). Contact Martin Tordoff 01539 735935 or 07981 348148.
Butterflies of Wharton Crag. (Joint event BC Cumbria and Lancashire
Branches and Kendal Nat. Hist. Soc.). Target species Pearl-bordered Fritillary
& possibly early Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Dingy Sipper, Green Hairstreak
plus other spring spp. Meet at Wharton Quarry car park; SD491723. 10 am to
2 pm. Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254
Butterflies of Farrer’s Allotment, Whitbarrow. 10 am – 2 pm. (Joint event
Cubria and Lancashire BC branches). Target spp: Pearl-bordered & Small
Pearl-bordered Fritillaries. Park just beyond Ravens Lodge Farm at grid ref
SD460853. Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254
Cumbria Branch Open Day and AGM at Blackwood Farm, Braithwaite.
9.45 am to 3 pm (approx.). See http://www.cumbria-butterflies.org.uk/events/
for details.
Wingate Quarry. Target spp.: Wall, Dingy Skipper and possible Brown Argus.
Meet at car park at 10.30 am grid ref NZ372373. Contact Ian Waller
aeshna@hotmail.com.
Butterflies of Cumbria’s NW coast. From 11 am. Target spp. Small Blue,
Common Blue, Dingy Skipper, Wall and possibly early Large Skipper. Meet at
Workington Oldside car park NX995301. At roundabout on north side of River
Derwent Bridge take minor road to Port of Workington, cross railway bridge
then turn right down track to car park. Contact Steve Doyle 01228 544059.
Butterflies of Ormsgill Slag Banks, Barrow in Furness. 10.30 am(plus
optional visit to Sandscale Haws from 1.30 pm led by Colin Newlands). Joint
event with Arnside Nat. Hist.Soc.. Target spp Dingy Skipper, Common Blue,
Small Blue (Ormsgill); Natterjack Toad, orchids and sand dune flora
(Sandscale Haws). Parking at slag banks just of A590 at SD192712.
Mountain Ringlets at Irton Fell. 10.45 am – 3 pm. A gentle climb to see this
species at its lowest altitude site in Lakeland. Also possible Argent and Sable
moths. Please contact leader if weather is bad or doubtful. Meet at car park on
the Eskdale Green to Santon Bridge road at NY121012. Contact Martin
Tordoff 01539 735935 or 07981 348148.
Moth Night at CWT Plumgarths Gardens (jointly with Cumbria Wildlife trust).
From 9.45 pm till late. Subject to cancellation if weather is poor. Advance
booking required – phone CWT on 01539 816300. Location CWT, Plumgarths,
Kendal, LA8 8LX grid ref SD494947. Contact Martin Tordoff 01539 735935 or
07981 348148.
Butterflies of Holme Park Quarry. (With Arnside Nat. Hist. Soc.). Target spp.
High Brown Fritillary, Grayling. This is a working quarry so hard hat and high
viz jacket must be worn. Please bring these if you have them, otherwise they
can be provided. Take quarry access road from junction with A6070 at grid ref
SD529788. Caution heavy trucks! Report to office to sign-in. Car share if
possible. Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254
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Events continued…
6 July

7 July

10 July

12 July

14 July

15 July

22 July

22 July

24 July

27 July

4 Aug

Butterflies of Hutton Roof Crags (with Cumbria Wildlife Trust). 10.30 am to 3
pm. Target spp. High Brown and Dark Green Fritillaries (possibly also late
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary), Common Blue, Grayling. Meet at Clawthorpe
Road lay-by grid ref SD543378. Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254.
Moth night at Halecat Nursery. 9.45 pm till late. Meet at Halecat Nursery car
park, Witherslack, LA11 6RT; grid ref SD434835. Contact Martin Chadwick
01539 532553 or 07722 571327.
Butterflies of Hampsfell/Hampsfield Allotment (jointly with Grange Nat. Hist.
Soc.). 11 am to 2.30 pm. Target spp High Brown and Dark Green Fritillaries.
Park on verge of Green Lane (Cartmel to High Newton road) at grid ref
SD391805 then walk to site or car-share to Hampsfield Farm, grid ref
SD405786 where parking is very limited.
Butterflies of Barkbooth Lot (jointly with Cumbria Wildlife trust). 10.30 am to
12.30pm. Target spp. High Brown and Dark green Fritillaries, Common Blue,
Meadow Brown. Park in lay-by at SD418909 on minor road off the A5074. Car
share if possible. Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254.
Butterflies of Undermillbeck Common. 11 am to 2 pm. Target spp. High
Brown and Dark Green Fritillaries. Park at southern end of Lindeth Lane at
junction with A5074 about half a mile north of Winster – grid ref SD415942.
Contact Martin Chadwick 01539 532553 or 07722 571327.
Littlewood NR near Quarrington. 10.30 am. Target spp Marbled White,
Northern Brown Argus and Dark Green Fritillary. Park and meet at entrance to
reserve at grid ref NZ343380. Contact Ian Waller aeshna@hotmail.com.
Moths of Hay Bridge Nature reserve (jointly with Hay Bridge Society). From
9 pm till late. Meet at reserve’s buildings and car park at grid ref SD337876
(post code LA12 8JG). Contact Martin Tordoff 01539 735935 or 07981
348148.
Raisby Quarry and grassland. 10.30 am. Target spp. White-letter Hairstreak,
Northern Brown Argus and Dark Green Fritillary. Meet at Coxhoe, Station Rd.
East just of the A177 grid ref NZ324351. Contact Ian Waller
aeshna@hotmail.com.
Big Butterfly Count event at Gibside. Jointly with the National Trust. Full
detils to be confirmed on National Trust Gibside web-site and on
http://www.northeast-butterflies.org.uk/events.html.
Moth night at Brantwood, Coniston (jointly with Friends of Brantwood and
Rusland Horizons Project). 8.45 pm till late. Meet on east shore of Coniston on
minor road grid ref SD311957 (post code LA21 8AD). Contact Martin Tordoff
01539 735935 or 07981 348148.
Guided walk at Hay Bridge NR (jointly with Arnside Nat. Hist. Soc.). 10 .30
am to 3 pm. Charge £5 per person. Please bring picnic. Guided by wildlife
expert Chris Berry. Meet at nature reserve buildings at grid ref SD337876,
post-code LA12 8JG. Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254.
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Events continued…
6 Aug

13 Aug

15 Aug

18 Aug

20 Aug

2 Sept

14 Oct

Coatham Stob. 10.30 am. Target spp. Essex Skipper and Purple Hairstreak.
Meet in car park at grid ref NZ396155. Contact Ian Waller
aeshna@hotmail.com.
Butterflies of Witherslack Woodlands and Howe Ridding Wood (jointly with
Cubria Wildlife Trust). 10 am to 2 pm. Target spp. Silver-washed, High Brown
and Dark Green Fritillaries. Meet at “The Kennels” next to Witherslack Hall
School, grid ref SD436859. Contact Chris Winnick. O1539 728254.
Butterflies of Smardale (jointly with Cumbria Wildlife trust). 10.30 am. Target
species Scotch Argus. Directions Leave M6 at J38 and take A685 to Brough.
At Newbggin take left turn sign-posted to Great Ashby. Prking available after
about 500 metres at grid ref NY701056. A short walk from there to the old
railway line and then a couple of miles along the former track bed.. Contact
Peter Boardman 017683 42079.
Moth night at Allithwaite Quarry. Dusk until late. Subject to cancellation if
weather unsuitable. Park at playing field grid ref SD387767 please do not park
in the lane. Contact Martin Chadwick 01539 532553 or 07722 571327.
Late summer Butterflies of Kendal. 10 am to 1 pm. Target spp. Small
Tortoiseshell, Red Admiral, Peacock, Painted Lady, Comma and other late
summer species. Most of walk will be on or near Kendal Golf Course. Meet at
the Lime Kiln at top of Beast Banks; roadside parking around grid ref
SD507924. Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254.
Wingate Quarry. 10.30 am. Target spp. Late summer butterflies and possible
Brown Argus. Meet in car park at grid ref NZ372373. Contact Ian Waller
aeshna@hotmail.com.
Branch Members’ Day and AGM at Gibside. 10.30 am to 4 pm (approx.).
Speakers will include Matthew Oates, one of the country’s leading and most
well-known butterfly experts. Full programme to be confirmed. We will
examine the contents of the Gibside moth trap set the previous night. Further
details will be announced on our web-site events page http://www.northeastbutterflies.org.uk/events.html and on our Facebook page. Numbers are limited
so If you are interested in attending please contact Peter Webb to confirm your
interest (apwebb546@gmail.com, tele.01833650772). He will e-mail you closer
to the date to confirm the final details.

Additional events are planned but details were not finalised when the newsletter
went to press. The events page of the web-site (http://www.northeastbutterflies.org.uk/events.html) will be updated as these events are confirmed. It is
recommended that people attending field excursions bring a packed lunch for
daytime events. Field trips take place in the countryside on potentially uneven or
rough terrain and suitable footwear should be worn as well as clothing appropriate
for the changeable British climate! It is strongly recommended that anyone
wishing to attend any of the above events should contact the leader beforehand to
confirm if it is still going ahead and the details are unchanged.
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The Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary in
Northumberland
Roger Norman
In the Butterflies of North-east England1, Harry Eales stated that “There
are still vast areas of Northumberland and Durham that have never felt the
tread of an entomologist’s foot, which still need exploring”. This will
continue unless recorders go out and explore the remoter corners of our
region. One of the species that could be found as a result is the Small
Pearl-bordered Fritillary (Boloria selene).
The Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary is regionally rare and, nationally, its
NERC status is a Section 41 species of principal importance. Butterfly
Conservation classifies it as ‘high priority’. It has suffered a major decline
in parts of the country. In County Durham it has been the subject of major
conservation effort over the last 20 years to save the last few remaining
sites. This effort is ongoing and due to the dedication of many people and
organisations, the butterfly‘s prospects now appear much brighter, with it
being present on more sites, close to each other and where the colonies
can support each other through both good years and lean years. This is
well described by Terry Coult in the Butterflies of North-east England.
In Northumberland, the status appears to be quite different. In 2002 and
2003, a contract survey by Dr David Wainwright found a total of 20
colonies, spread among six 10km2 grid squares, most of them in Wark
Forest, typically on the unplanted areas adjacent to stream sides. None of
them were assessed as being large, i.e. <100 individuals. These colonies
can be expected to wane as trees grow taller and new colonies can be
expected to appear through the cycle of felling and replanting in the forest.
The butterfly appears to be rare in Kielder Forest with one recently
discovered strong colony, but only odd individuals recorded elsewhere.
Searching for it in the Forest must still be considered a work in progress.
There are no recent reports of it from Ford Moss, an outlying site in the
north of the county.
Elsewhere there are vast areas of Northumberland’s uplands that are
essentially sheep-walk with the dominant vegetation being grasses and
sedges of various species. Small Pearl has been found in a few areas,
notably around the known Sweethope Lough site at Rushy Dene and
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recently in areas to the north and into Harwood Forest. There are
however still reports of the butterfly to be followed up in the Sweethope
area. Further colonies have been discovered in the Cragside area near
Rothbury. The Cheviots remain essentially blank in terms of “dots on the
map” and other notably blank areas are the Simonsides, the northern part
of Harwood Forest, the Kyloes, Thrunton Woods and the fells between
Eglingham and Belford. These could all contain wet areas and stream
sides suitable for the butterfly.
Summer is coming and with it the peak flight period of the second half of
June and early July. The larval food plant is Marsh Violet, Viola Palustris,
and the butterfly often uses Marsh Thistle, Cirsium palustre, for nectaring.
This can be seen from a distance due to its height and forms a convenient
and potential indicator of a possible site.
Please get out on warm and sunny days during the flight period and do
some searching for this beautiful butterfly.
1

Norman, R, Stebbings, D, Wallace, J, le Fleming, S, (eds), Butterflies of North East
England. Northumbrian Naturalist Vol 77 2014, NHSN, Newcastle upon Tyne.

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (Photo: G. Beckwith)
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Regional Office Update

Dave Wainwright.

This is a brief update on the work carried out within the branch area in
2016. At the end I have indicated the various ways in which members can
lend a hand with the work of the Regional Office. Give me a ring on 01388
488428 or email dwainwright@butterfly-conservation.org if there’s
anything you could devote time to.
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary introduction update.
Two releases of spbf larvae were undertaken at two sites in Co. Durham in
partnership with Durham Wildlife Trust. The first introduction, at a site
named Black Plantation, was undertaken in 2014. The site is monitored by
transect and it appears that the species is doing well. The species was
more numerous in 2016 than in either 2014 or 2015 with a peak transect
count of 31 butterflies (odd, casual records of >50). The second site,
Spurlswood Gill, is struggling: only two butterflies were seen.
Dingy Skipper survey.
During 2003 and 2004, BC ran a project which sought to identify and
survey all the Dingy Skipper sites in County Durham. Over 110 sites were
surveyed and a site dossier was produced. Since that time, various sites
have been monitored and others re-surveyed but not in a systematic
fashion. During 2016, BC and Durham Wildlife Trust worked together to
co-ordinate a re-survey of sites by volunteers that aimed to establish the
species’ current status on as many sites as possible. Despite it being a
dreadful year for the species in the north-east, as well as a very poor
spring weather-wise, over 30 volunteers participated and over 50 sites
were surveyed. Further work will be required in 2017 if all the region’s sites
are to be re-surveyed and although it is not yet clear exactly how the
species has fared since 2004, it has certainly declined and it is apparent
that colonies have been lost to the usual causes, i.e. vegetational
succession and redevelopment of brownfield sites.
Help needed with: resurveys of northern brown argus and dingy skipper
sites; monitoring of spbf at Spurlswood Gill.

23

Photo Competition Winners
The photo competition at our Members’ Day at Gibside last October
received around forty entries. The pictures were kindly judged by our
Branch Chairman Peter Webb and our guest from Yorkshire Branch,
Jackie Holder. The winners are reproduced below. Due to reproduction
costs the images are printed in black and white in the hard copy of the
Newsletter but will be viewable in full colour when the newsletter is posted
on the Branch website shortly after the printed copy has been distributed
(.http://www.northeast-butterflies.org.uk/index.html).
There were no prizes but our congratulations go to the winners for their
excellent pictures. Thank you also to everyone who submitted an entry;
the overall standard was excellent.

.1st place: Northern Brown Argus by Graham Beckwith
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2nd place: Geometrid caterpillar by Bob Mawson

3rd Place: Common Blue by Susan Hepworth
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Pioneers of butterfly recording in North-east
England
In 2014 the Branch published a new atlas of the region’s butterflies
(Norman et al. 2014). As well as setting out what we know of the current
distribution and abundance of the species that occur here the atlas
provided some context to this by summarising what we know of the
region’s butterfly fauna in years gone by. This was based on a number of
earlier published atlases and catalogues and preparing our atlas provided
a wonderful opportunity to appreciate the endeavours of the authors of
these works and the fantastic contribution they made to our knowledge of
the butterflies and moths of North-east England.
Butterfly recording in the 21st century benefits from a variety of
technological aids: rapid transportation enables us to reach all parts of the
region quickly and easily; readily available, good quality, affordable
identification guides, digital cameras, e-mail and the internet are vital aids
in correctly identifying the insects we find; and then we have computers,
spreadsheets and databases which ease the task of collating, analysing
and making sense of the records that are sent in. Our forebears in the
early twentieth, nineteenth and eighteenth centuries had none of these
advantages (though possibly fewer distractions?) but nevertheless
managed, through patient industry, to build up an impressive body of
knowledge about the butterflies and moths of the region. We can but doff
our caps at their achievement but who were these pioneers?
Although the study of butterflies in England really began in the
seventeenth century with the works of James Petiver, John Ray and
others, North-East England had to wait until the eighteenth century before
anyone began to take a serious interest in its lepidoptera. That person
was the Reverend John Wallis (1714-93) who was the curate at
Simonburn in North Tynedale and he may be considered the father of
entomology in Northumberland and Durham. Educated at Oxford
University he had wide-ranging interests and in 1769 he published ‘The
natural history and antiquities of Northumberland and so much of the
County of Durham as lies between the Rivers Tyne and Tweed; commonly
called North Bishoprick’. As well as chapters on astronomy, geology,
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history and monuments this two volume work described the fauna and
flora of the county and included the first records of butterflies and moths.
Wallis was writing at a time when common names for most lepidoptera
had yet to be established and the few species he includes are named in
descriptive terms which, coupled with an old fashioned typeface, challenge
the modern reader to work out what he is referring to. For example: “The
gold-yellow and brown Butterfly is frequent in shadowy mountainous
pastures in July and August. The upper wings are of a bright gold-yellow,
elegantly waved with a dark brown; a beautiful eye, white, with broad
circles of black near the tips; four of the same kind, but smaller, near the
extremities of the under-ones; which are bordered with narrow semicircular
lines of black, a yellowish-brown, and pale yellow. It delights much to rest
on dry banks, stones and rocks” – or as we would know it, the Wall
Lasiommata megera. In such terms Wallis included nine butterfly species
and ten moths. Of the former, all but one are unsurprising but his inclusion
of the Large Tortoiseshell Nymphalis polychlorus is something of a
mystery. He notes this species as being “not unfrequent in alpine woods
and shady pastures in July and August. I have also observed it in
gardens” but no subsequent writer has ever recorded the species as more
than an extremely scarce vagrant to the region. We can only speculate as
to whether he was mistaken in his identification or if he was simply lucky
enough to witness the last stand of this species in our region.
Nevertheless, the accuracy and detail of his descriptions of other species
indicate that he was undoubtedly a careful observer.
The next significant contribution to the study of the regions butterflies
came in 1839 when Prideaux John Selby (1788-1867) published the
‘Fauna of Twizell’. Selby was best known for his major contribution to
British ornithology but he had wide interests in natural history and
recorded fish, birds, mammals, reptiles and insects on and around his
estate at Twizell in north Northumberland. He was systematic in his
approach and, in particular, pioneered the technique of attracting moths by
‘sugaring’ which enabled him to record over 350 species of moth. His
work is also helpful because as well as listing those species he had caught
or observed on the estate, he also commented on species that he
considered to be absent from the area. This latter group included the
Large Tortoiseshell – contrary to the experience of Wallis. He recorded a
total of 18 butterfly species on the estate but noted that other species
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including Grayling and Northern Brown Argus (although not known as a
separate species to the Brown Argus at the time) could have been added
had he widened his area of study a few miles further to include the coast.
Interestingly Selby includes two species: “Pontia napi” and “Pontia
sabellicae” which were, in fact, different forms of the same species: the
Green-veined White Pieris napi. At the time the variable spotting of the
fore-wing led some authors to consider there to be two separate species,
P. napi ‘the turnip’ and P. sabellicae ‘the colewort’.
The true giant of nineteenth century entomology in north east England,
however, was John E Robson (1833 – 1907). Robson, who was born in
Newcastle and lived as an adult in Hartlepool, was possessed of the
energy and industriousness typical of the Victorian age. In addition to his
own assiduous collecting in the Hartlepool area over more than forty years
he corresponded widely, critically reviewed various published and
handwritten lists and personally verified specimens in the collections of
various collectors across the region (in those days the study of butterflies
inevitably meant collecting).
All this effort resulted in the ‘Catalogue of the Lepidoptera of
Northumberland, Durham and Newcastle-upon-Tyne’ which was published
in instalments from 1899 to 1912 in the Transactions of the Natural History
Society of Northumberland, Durham and Newcastle-upon-Tyne and the
Tyneside Naturalists’ Field Club. This work was much more ambitious
than previous publications and not only listed the butterflies and moths of
the region much more comprehensively than hitherto but also provided
comment on their distribution and abundance and the changes that had
occurred in the latter. Thus Robson documented the extinction in our
region of a number of species that had been more or less common earlier
in the nineteenth century. Some of these have subsequently returned
(several only as recently as the end of the last century or the beginning of
the present one) including the Comma, Peacock, Orange-tip, Speckled
Wood and Ringlet but, sadly, others remain absent including the Marsh
Fritillary and the Silver-washed Fritillary.
One of Robson’s correspondents was the author of the next important
contribution. This was George Bolam (1859 – 1934) who was a land
agent from Berwick-upon-Tweed. Like Selby, Bolam had wide interests as
a naturalist and published works on the birds, fish and plants of
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Northumberland as well as on the lepidoptera. He published ‘The
lepidoptera of Northumberland and the eastern Borders’ in several
instalments from 1925 to 1930 in the History of the Berwick Naturalists’
Club. Like Robson’s Catalogue this work draws upon both the direct
experience of its author and the records and accounts of others. His
account is enlivened by his musings on the biology of the butterflies and
moths – as for example when wondering what guides the migrating Large
Whites he witnessed streaming steadily across a hillside or his description
of the predation of an entire brood of Small Tortoiseshell caterpillars by a
flock of starlings.
The next significant overview of the region’s butterfly and moth fauna did
not appear for another sixty years after Bolam’s contribution. This was
The Moths and Butterflies of Northumberland and Durham which was
published in two volumes in 1986 and 1992 by the Northern Naturalists’
Union as supplements to its journal the Vasculum. This was edited by
Tom Dunn (1911 - 97) and Jim Parrack who were active recorders in
Durham and Northumberland respectively in the second half of the
twentieth century. The post-war agricultural revolution was well under way
by this time and Dunn and Parrack were sadly obliged to document the
demise of the Pearl-bordered Fritillary in our region, describing how one
known site was ploughed up and ‘improved’ with the loss, forever, of the
butterflies. More happily, they were also able to record the return to the
region of the Peacock and the Ringlet, species whose disappearance in
the previous century had been reported by Robson. Jim Parrack produced
an update for Northumberland in 1998 in the Red Data Book for
Northumberland published jointly by the Natural History Society of
Northumbria and the Northumberland Wildlife Trust but that was the last
comprehensive review until the compilation of our own atlas.
We are fortunate to have the efforts of these pioneers at our disposal and
the fascinating history it provides of the fluctuating fortunes of the
butterflies and moths of the region and we can be grateful for how much
they achieved. It is important to remember however, that with the possible
exceptions of the very earliest writers, they relied not only on their own
records but also on the efforts of innumerable collaborators and
enthusiasts who shared the details of their observations and collections
and thereby greatly extended knowledge of the butterfly populations of
their time. This remains very much the case today when the records
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submitted by members of the public either as ‘casual records’ or as
transect data enable us to keep track of our species and, hopefully,
identify those that need conservation measures soon enough to prevent
them following in the sad footsteps of regionally extinct species such as
the Marsh Fritillary.
Reference:
Norman R., D. Stebbings, J. Wallace & S. le Fleming (Eds.) (2014)
Butterflies of North East England. Northumbrian Naturalist Vol. 77.
A few copies of this publication are still available and can be ordered from Dave
Stebbings (david.stebbings@blueyonder.co.uk) price £6.50 inc. post and
packaging.

Review: Dragonflies and Damselflies of
Northumberland and Durham by Harry Eales
(Northumbrian Naturalist vol. 81 2016).
The insects are the most diverse group of animals on Earth and even in
the UK there is a bewildering variety of species present. Many groups
present significant identification difficulties for amateur enthusiasts but a
few groups are more amenable to amateur study. Butterflies, of course,
are one such group but dragonflies are surely another. As with the
butterflies these are relatively large insects that can generally be identified
without examination of microscopic features and, in the UK at least, the
relatively small number of species helps to reduce the potential for
confusion. Add to these advantages the fact that dragonflies (and
damselflies) are charismatic, strikingly beautiful insects and it is not
surprising that many amateur naturalists take a more than passing interest
in them.
This interest means that we have an increasing body of information about
the distribution of odonate species across the North East and there are
now over 30,000 records of damselflies and dragonflies on the regional
database. Harry Eales has collated and analysed these records to
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produce a new atlas of these species in Durham and Northumberland
which is published by the Natural History Society of Northumbria as a
volume of its journal, the Northumbrian Naturalist. Apart from two
relatively minor papers in 1901 and 1985, respectively, this represents the
first major review of the Odonata in North East England and it is thereby a
valuable addition to the entomological literature of the region.
The format is similar to that of our own Butterflies of Northumberland and
Durham (also published as a volume of the Northumbrian Naturalist) with a
section on each species with brief accounts of current status and
distribution, habitat and life cycle, historical status and future outlook as
well as dot maps showing distribution at the tetrad (2km x 2km) scale. The
volume is illustrated with decent sized, attractive colour photographs of
each species and the quality of printing does full justice to these.
So what does the atlas reveal? Of the 43 or so species found in the UK,
just over half (24) have been recorded in our region which is situated at
the northern limit of a number of species. However, of these, only a dozen
or so species are frequently encountered in the region with the remainder
having the status of rare vagrants. The situation is not static, however,
and several species have been extending their range in the region at
varying speeds and over various periods of time. These include the
Banded Demoiselle (surely one of our most beautiful insects!), the
Southern Hawker, the Emperor Dragonfly and the Ruddy Darter.
The role of climate change in these extensions of range is speculated
upon and continued warming could lead to more species becoming
established here. On the debit side, Eales notes that there has been a
substantial loss of farm ponds in the region since his own youth in the
1940s and 50s but notwithstanding this loss, he does not consider that any
of our species are under significant threat in the region. Fortunately, many
of the mires used by some of our more specialist species (e.g. the Black
Darter) are now protected as nature reserves and SSSIs and the threats of
afforestation and drainage have rescinded whilst, in the lowlands,
improved water quality in our rivers since the 1970s and 80s has no doubt
been beneficial to some species.
In spite of the increasing popularity of dragonfly and damselfly recording,
this group remains substantially less well recorded than butterflies and
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moths and it is to be hoped that this fine publication will stimulate further
interest in the group. The Dragonflies and Damselflies of Northumberland
and Durham can be purchased from the Natural History Society of
Northumbria at a cost of £6 plus £1.50 post and packaging.
(Reviewed by J. Wallace)

Photo: Jonathan Wallace

32

New Members
Welcome to all the following new members of the Branch; we look forward to
meeting you at some of our events. Every member of Butterfly Conservation
makes an important contribution to protecting the nation’s butterflies and moths
and the habitats on which they depend, especially at a time when funding from
other sources is hard to obtain. The increasing number of members also adds
weight to Butterfly Conservation’s voice when it urges government to implement
appropriate polices to maintain a rich and healthy fauna and flora across the
nation.

Pat Latham & Anne Rogers
John Strowger
Ian Waller
Chris Tomlinson and Julia Meldrum
Harry Hoskyns-Abrahall
David Bell
Jerry and Jenny Oliver
Stephanie Park
Beverley Dowson
Julie Chambers
Rachel Locke
Danny and Treena Fenwick
Linda Hunter
Brian Jones and Dawn Behalves
Jon
Emily Routledge
Martin Chisholm
David Smith
Glennis Walton
Anne-Marie & Barry Forgie
Eric Dobson
Pauline and David Heslop
Charles & Michelle Payne
Elizabeth Shaw

Newcastle
Lanchester
Coxhoe
Morpeth
Newsham, Richmond
Wooler
Hexham
Durham
Bishop Auckland
Wooler
Newcastle
Newcastle
Crook
Washington
Seaham
Darlington
Northallerton
Catterick
Morpeth
Durham
Stanley
Harmby
Newcastle
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New Members cont…
Kirsten &Andrew Civil
John Reid
Tony Brown
Lynn Cramman
Christine Snowball
Josephine Hanson Jenny Loring
Clare Mc Hale
Brian & Mary Chandler
Callum Macgregor
Jon & Natalie Connolly
Liam Gromley Trevor Hall & Family
Molly Sendal

Askrigg
Coxhoe
Alnwick
Newcastle
Gateshead
Northallerton
Newcastle
Durham
Hexham
Newcastle
Sunderland
Newcastle
Bedlington
Gateshead

Sarah Wherry
Margaret Woolhouse
Christine & Mark Wright
Angela Zuccaroli
Tracy Pearson
Suzanne Powell
Amy Preston
Cath Proud

Bishop Auckland
Morpeth
Rowlands Gill
Newcastle
Stanley
Newcastle
Newcastle
Darlington

Garden Tiger Moth Photo: J Wallace
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Announcements
East Cramlington and Seaton Valley Conservation Area
The branch has been contacted by the East Cramlington and Seaton Valley
Volunteers to ask for help in establishing which butterfly and moth species are
found in this Conservation Area. This could either be a survey carried out by one
person or by branch members who live in the area visiting the site and reporting
what they find. If you are interested in helping with this please contact Peter Webb
(apwebb546@gmail.com or telephone.01833650772).
East Cramlington & Seaton Valley Conservation Volunteers is a new ‘Friends
Group’ in South East Northumberland. The Nature Reserves are all former coal
mining sites and are now owned by Northumberland County Council. The largest
site is on the old East Cramlington Colliery pit heap & the old Seaton Delaval
Opencast site which merge together so that the two sites now make one
continuous nature reserve. The other sites are also former mining sites which
include the New Hartley Pit Heap & the 2 Seghill Pit Heaps.
Our aims are:
 Protect all the wildlife on the Nature Reserves
 Protect the Nature Reserves for future generations
 Make the Nature Reserves accessible to all, no matter what their age or
disabilities.
 Carry out projects to improve the sites for access, public use and wildlife
to both conserve and promote.
There is a wide diversity of wildlife on the reserves such as deer, red squirrels, 4
different types of birds of prey and of course butterflies and moths. We are
committed to not only protecting all the wildlife on the reserves but where
appropriate getting involved in projects to help endangered species, however we
need to establish what species are already on the reserves and any help in this
will be gratefully received.
We have already started raising funds through sponsorship and grants with a wide
range of projects whilst liaising with other groups such as Butterfly Conservation
Group and the Northumberland Red Squirrel Society.
We have our own website & Facebook pages which have over 1000 people
viewing. Membership of our group costs 1p a year.
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Transect Volunteer
We are looking for a volunteer to take on monitoring the Littlewood
transect (Quarrington Hill) as the person doing this transect is no longer
able to continue. This requires walking a fixed route every week between
the beginning of April and the end of September and recording the
numbers of butterflies seen. If you are interested in taking this on please
contact us as soon as possible.
As well as providing information about the ongoing condition of the site,
this survey forms part of the UK Butterfly Monitoring scheme and thus
contributes vital data that enable the fortunes of butterfly populations to be
monitored.
If you are new to transect monitoring guidance and instruction on the
methodology can be provided. If you think you might be interested in
taking this transect on please can you contact Brian Denham
(brian.denham@ntlworld.com) and/or Dave Liddle
(d.liddle01@btinternet.com).

Painted Lady. Photo: J Wallace
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Safety Notice
As with any other activity, there are hazards in the countryside and
everyone taking part in a Field Trip or Working Party has a responsibility,
for their own safety and that of others. We always seek to ensure that our
events present no greater hazard than any other walk in the countryside,
but please note and act on the following:
1. The leader will provide a briefing on the trip before setting out, with
details of any known hazards, and will give advice on what to do in
an emergency. Please listen carefully.
2. At the briefing, let the leader know if a) you have a mobile
telephone and are able to take it with you on the walk, and b) if
you have a first aid qualification.
3. Wear appropriate clothing and footwear. Stout shoes are a
minimum requirement for any walk.
4. In sunny weather take a hat, use sun cream or protection for
exposed skin. Make sure that you have adequate food and liquid
to drink with you.
5. When on a walk, look out for any hazards – rabbit holes, fallen or
hanging branches, barbed wire, boggy areas etc.
6. Children are welcome on our walks, but if under the age of 16 must
be accompanied by at least one adult for two children. It is the
responsibility of the accompanying adult(s) to ensure that the trip is
within the children’s capability.
7. Be aware of Ticks. Check the recommendations on the Butterfly
Conservation Web Site.
8. Dogs are normally welcome on our walks, but must be kept on the
lead.
9. If you are uncertain about any details of the trip, ring the
leader/contact in advance. If you decide to leave the trip early,
please tell the leader.
10. Take care at all times and above all ENJOY YOURSELF.
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How to Submit Moth Records
Over 1200 species of moth have been recorded in our region, some common and widespread, others
represented by very few, or in some cases, only a single record. Submitting records of moths helps to
improve our understanding of the distribution and abundance of these fascinating insects and to
enable potential problems they may be experiencing to be detected. Separate databases are
maintained for Durham and Northumberland and records should be submitted to the appropriate
recorder depending on where they are made.
In all cases the following information should be recorded:
Species name:
Location:
Grid reference:
Vice County:
Date :
Recorder:
Determiner:
Life cycle stage:
Quantity:
Method:

Please indicate scientific and (where there is one) common names.
Where the moth was recorded.
Ideally a six-figure grid reference for the location.
66 for Durham, 67 for South Northumberland and 68 for North
Northumberland.
For light trapping records the convention is that the date should be that of the
evening when the trap is set rather than the morning when it is emptied.
Name of the person who caught/observed the moth(s).
The name of the person who identified the moth(s) (if different to the recorder).
i.e. adult, pupa, caterpillar or egg.
The number of each species recorded.
Type of trap, field record, or how the moth was caught.

Durham (Vice County 66)
Records should be submitted to either of the joint moth recorders for Durham:
Keith Dover
Tim Barker
4 Lindisfarne Avenue
26 Farrier Close
Chester-le-Street, Co. Durham
Pity Me, Durham, DH1 5XY
e-mail: k.dover879@btinternet .com
e-mail: tim@tapandspile.co.uk
A spreadsheet for the submission of moth records for County Durham can be downloaded from
www.northeast-butterflies.org.uk/recording
Northumberland (Vice County 67 and Vice County 68)
Records should be submitted to Tom Tams, the moth recorder for Northumberland,
191 Links Road, Tynemouth, Northumberland. Tel: 0191 272 8499
e-mail: tom-tams@blueyonder.co.uk or recorder@northumberlansmoths.org.uk
Full details for submitting records in Northumberland, including a downloadable spreadsheet are given
at www.northumberlandmoths.org.uk.
Validation
It is important that records are accurate and based on correct identifications and one of the
responsibilities of the County Recorders is to scrutinise submitted records and check that this is the
case. For any records of rare species, easily confused species or records of species that are outside
their usual geographic range or flight period they may ask for supporting evidence to be supplied
before the record is accepted. Suitable evidence may include good quality photographs, or sight of the
actual specimen (moths can be kept captive for a day or two in a pot in a cool place without being
harmed).
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Submitting Butterfly Records 2017
Records are the bedrock of conservation and the North East Branch welcomes records of all species,
for all dates and places, and of course for all forms.
Records can either be submitted on paper using the casual records recording sheet or
electronically. The latter is preferred if you have a computer as it greatly facilitates the addition
of records to the database. Each record should occupy one line and the format of the
spreadsheet should look something like the following example. An ‘Excel’ spreadsheet can be
downloaded from the web-site (www.northeast-butterflies.org.uk/recording.html):

1

2
3

A
Name/s of
recorder/s
Name/s of
recorder/s
Name/s of
recorder/s

B
C
NZ274423 Palace
Green,
Durham City
NZ196858 Morpeth
(riverside)
NZ2514
Baydale
Beck
Darlington

D
22-Aug-2010

E
Large
White

F
7

G

24-Sep-2010

Peacock

2

Very worn

1-Jul-2010

Comma

1

Hutchinsoni
form

Column A – Recorder/s names.
Column B - Grid reference, which should be two letters, (NT, NU, NY or NZ), followed by four or six
numbers. The first two (or three) numbers are the Easting, read from the top or bottom of OS maps,
the last two, (or three) numbers represent the Northing, read from either side of the map.
Column C - Site name. For obscure place names please include a nearby town or village.
Column D – Date (please try to follow the format shown)
Column E - The name of the species seen.
Column F - The number seen. The actual number is preferred rather than the letter system. For larva
(L), ova (O), pupa (P) or mating (M) records, please use the code letter provided, optionally adding
numbers seen.
Column G - For any comments you may wish to add.
Optionally, you can add a habitat code to column H if you wish.
A blank spreadsheet, with the date formatted, is available by contacting the recorders. Electronic
records are most easily sent as an email attachment. However, you can also send them in by post on
CD or memory stick. The deadline for records to be included, and credited, in the 2018 Annual Report
is 30 November 2017. Depending on where you live, please send records to:
DURHAM
Ian Waller : aeshna@hotmail.com

NORTHUMBERLAND
Michael Perkins
 71 Broadway West
Gosforth,
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE3 2NH
 : mjp514@yahoo.co.uk
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North East England Branch Committee Members
for 2016-2017
Chairman & Membership Secretary
Peter Webb. Tel. 01833 650772
apwebb546@gmail.com
Conservation Officer Northumberland
David Stebbings. Tel. 0191 2859097
david.stebbings@blueyonder.co.uk
Butterfly Recorder Northumberland
Michael Perkins.
mjp514@yahoo.co.uk
Moths Officer
Keith Dover. Tel 0191 3889640
k.dover879@btinternet.com
Committee Member
Coralie Niven
coralie.niven@durham.gov.uk

Treasurer
Steve Kirtley. Tel. 01325 460198
stephen@skirtley.fsnet.co.uk
Newsletter & Web-site Editor
Jonathan Wallace. Tel 0191 2744303
jonathan@cherryburn.com
Butterfly Recorder Durham
Ian Waller
aeshna@hotmail.com
Transect Coordinator
Brian Denham. Tel. 01228 495 062
brian.denham@ntlworld.com
Committee Member
Roger Norman. Tel. 0191 2858314
roger@norman784.plus.com

Committee Member
Helen McDonald
Helen.mcdonald02@gmail.com

Conservation Work Party
Coordinator, Durham (Associate
Committee Member)
Mike Harris. Tel. 0191 5220160
michaelsharris@talktalk.net

Branch website: www.northeast-butterflies.org.uk
Butterfly Conservation Regional Office (Northern England)
Dave Wainwright. Butterfly Conservation, Low Barns, Witton-le-Wear
Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 0AG
Tel: 01388 488428 Email: dwainwright@butterfly-conservation.org

Butterfly Conservation
Company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468)
Registered Office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP
Charity registered in England & Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268)
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